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Why care about vocabulary?

You are creating books for young people whose 
minds are developing at a rapid rate.  

You don’t want your reader to be pulled out of 
the world you created just because there are too 
many words they don’t understand. 

You want to build a market. Parents, teachers 
and librarians are your key targets, especially for 
younger readers.



Parents
PICTURE BOOKS: Parents are also readers, they want 
stories with words that flow beautifully. Lots of 
onomatopoeia, alliteration or rhyme. 

FIRST CHAPTER BOOKS: Easy to read with simple 
vocabulary and short sentences. Children should be able to 
read on their own. Lots of action words. 

CHAPTER BOOKS: Broader vocabulary, introduce 
examples of metaphors. Can contain descriptive passages. 

MIDDLE-GRADE & TEEN NOVELS: Language is very 
similar to adult vocabulary. Limitation is more about life 
experiences than reading ability.



Teachers
PICTURE BOOKS: Lots of sound words (onomatopoeia). Simple, 
short sentences and words relating to topics covered. Consider making 
the text interactive, or providing free activity sheets. Perhaps key words 
to be traced. Repetition of key phrases enthuses children to ‘read along’. 

FIRST CHAPTER BOOKS: All year levels have specific spelling lists 
(links coming up). Clear simple sentences. Challenging words can be 
introduced sparingly if they can be sounded out, and are clearly 
explained for understanding. 

CHAPTER BOOKS: Broader vocabulary, introduce examples of 
metaphors. Can contain descriptive passages. 

MIDDLE-GRADE & TEEN NOVELS: Language is very similar to 
adult vocabulary. Limitation is more about life experiences than reading 
ability. In high school, each subject has its own vocabulary list.



Considerations for language

FLUENCY: Vocabulary reader can identify 
accurately and quickly. 

COMPREHENSION: Text is structured to 
allow a deeper understanding of the story; the 
reader can reflect and learn from text. 

MOTIVATION: Language is engaging for 
reader.



Special consideration

Advanced readers - niche market. Challenging complex 
language, but keeping with a simple story plot and 
appropriate themes. 

Struggling/reluctant readers - mostly action, short 
sentences (average 11 words) and simple vocabulary. 
Themes are still age appropriate and not babyish. 

Particular niches - such as religious text, being very careful 
to use appropriate language (perhaps no reference to the 
supernatural), or ESL students, making sure all sentences 
are clear and give good examples of structure and tense.



What the Penguin says
Level 1 readers, which cover the Guided Reading Levels A–D, are just right 
for the Emergent Reader. These books feature simple vocabulary, word 
repetition, picture clues, predictable stories and sentence structures, and 
familiar themes and ideas. 
Level 2 readers, which cover the Guided Reading Levels E–I, are just right 
for the Progressing Reader. These books feature longer sentences, simple 
dialogue, picture and context clues, more in-depth plot development, and 
nonfiction and fiction stories. 
Level 3 readers, which cover the Guided Reading Levels J–M, are just 
right for the Transitional Reader. These books feature multisyllable and 
compound words, more dialogue, different points of view, more complex 
storylines and characters, and stories with a greater range of genres. 
Level 4 readers, which cover Guided Reading Levels N–P, are just right for 
the Fluent Reader. These books feature more advanced vocabulary, detailed 
and descriptive text, complex sentence structures, in-depth plots and 
character development, and stories with a full range of genres. 

http://www.penguin.com/static/pages/youngreaders/levels/educators_parents_kids.php

http://www.penguin.com/static/pages/youngreaders/levels/educators_parents_kids.php


Resources

Online spelling lists such as Oz Speller. 

Search school resources. 

Similar novels. 

English activity books. 

Special fonts (see following pages).
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Traceable Fonts

K G Primary Dots Lined - great for providing 
handwriting activities for students. 

My Zombie Dog 

School Script Dashed - for chapter book 
readers to learn ‘running writing’. Print in a pale 
grey or blue. 

Undead Kev



OzSpeller.com
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Links

Dakabin Spelling Handbook 
http://spellingwps.wikispaces.com/file/view/Spelling+Handbook
+Dakabin.pdf

Coolabunia Spelling Program
ht tps: / /coolabunss.eq.edu.au/Suppor tandresources/
Formsanddocuments/Documents/Curriculum/Curriculum-
Spelling-Program.pdf

http://spellingwps.wikispaces.com/file/view/Spelling+Handbook+Dakabin.pdf
https://coolabunss.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Curriculum/Curriculum-Spelling-Program.pdf


Test your readability
Flesch Reading Ease test 
This test rates text on a 100-point scale. The higher the score, the easier 
it is to understand the document. For most standard files, you want the 
score to be between 60 and 70.

Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level test 
This test rates text on a U.S. school grade level. For example, a score of 
8.0 means that an eighth grader can understand the document. For most 
documents, aim for a score of approximately 7.0 to 8.0.


Word 
	 1	Click the Microsoft Office Button , and then click Word Options.
   
	2	Click Proofing.
  
	3	Make sure Check grammar with spelling is selected.
  
	4	Under When correcting grammar in Word, select the Show   

readability statistics check box.



Rewordify

www.rewordify.com - simply paste text into 
box and it will pump out an easier to understand 
version.

http://www.rewordify.com

